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MIC}IAEL ANTHONY simultaneously. I mike t\re sepamte cabi-
nets: a l5-inch bottom for low-end and a 4 x
10 bottom for mids and highs. Then I take a
direct from the guitar irself. The three sig-
nals give you plenty of mixing options. But
the most important t!!ng is to get a good
sound on tape. Were real conscious of start-
ing out with a gobd sound on this record.
cw: Which song gave you the most
headaches?
ANTHoNY: "In& Out." because I had to use
a pick to keep the rhythms from sounding
mushy, and I rarely use one. That song was
difficult in the first place, because I had to
play a steady stream of sixteenth notes
throughout. I started by using a lot of wrist
action, but the sound wasn't powerful
enough. It wasi't until my whole arm and
wrist completely tightened up that I was
able to rcally lay into the string and get the
heaviness and consistency that I wanted. I
was using my whole arm as a hammer. My
bass rcally took a beating on that one, and
my arm hurt like hell after every take.
cw: What'sJour musical backgrcund?
A THO Y:Ipickedupthe trumpet ifl second
gmde, and played until the first year ofju-
nior college. I was kind offollowing in the
footsteps of my father, who had played
trumpet in several big bands. Then Ijoined
my first rockgroup and it was like, "See ya
later, marching band."

on our '84 tour. My power supply blew, so I
had to ditch all my outboard gear and plug
dircctly into my SVT. What I heard was a
revelation! I said, "Holy cow, this sounds
good!"

You can really get sidetracked u ith equip-
ment. Ijust kept collecting more and more
stuff. Before the '84 tour. I had racks of
paramet cs. I was tri-amping and I found
that I really didn't need it. But it does get
confusing, because the bass is one of the
most difficull instruments to amplify in an

arena situation. It always sounds terrible.
I've had sound guys suggest all kinds of
things, and it's hard to ignore them because

they're supposed to be experts. You know,
it's like, "Here, try this parametric, then we
can frlter out the 250 in this hall and lose a
liftle of that 100 and bring up the 500. ... "
cw: Are you doing anything else with
Ampeg?
At{THo Y: I'm designing a speaker cabinet
with them. It's basically a standard SVT
cabinet with two added high-frequency
horns. It sounds dynamite.
cw: What wireless system arc you using?
axTHoNY: ArI oldVega wireless. I've tded a
few other things, but I keep coming back to
the Vega because itjust seems to sound the
best.
cw: How did you record your bass?
A THo Y: I record three different signals

strings, too.
For amplification I used an SWR setup

and all Ampeg- It's funny: it's taken me 12

years to come full-circle back to Ampeg.
I'm going to be using their stuff live, as

well. Their reissues are amazing. I have an
otd '72 SVT stack, and I placed it right next
to their reissue-they sounded exactly the
same.
Gw: Do you use many effects?
ATTHoNY:Not really. I use a little chorusing
live, but that's about it. Dudlg my solo I
use a lot of effects. I'm a big fan of those
cheap, $50 pedal effects-ADA Flangers,
Electro-Hamonix Micro-Bass Synthesiz-
ers-all those goofy little boxes. I recently
checked out tlle Steve Vai-model Eventide
Harmonizer-you know, lhe one with 125
instant death presets-and it just didn't
sound good with my bass.
cw: How do you activate all those littte
stomp boxes during a show?
arrHo Yi I've always hated having pedals
on stage, so I work out what I want activated
with my tech beforehand, and have him tum
on the appropriate effect at the right mo-
ment. That way I'm ftee to do what I want.
Gw: Do you use any outboard EQ?
AxTHol{Yr I took a tdp dowll that lane once.
I finally came to my senses during a show
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"BBE
gilles fie
tnofe
claritu a1ld
delinition-
especially on

fast runs.
It inueases the dimension of my
outboad. fficts and thumpin'-and
-poppin' has more punch with BBE."

NathanEast

I'T'8. Huntington Beach, CA
lnq 897-5756Soand lnc-

ASK YOUR DEALER FOR A DEMO TODAY

GIVEYOURSYSTEM
CONCERTQUALITY
SOUNDWITHBBE !

"BBE is the most hearable adoance
in audio technolopu since hich
fidelifu itself!" '"

Music Connection Magazine

DBE, Huntington Beach, cA
Soundtnc. (7141897-5755

ASK YOUR DEALER FOR A DEMO TODAY

,lf,,t

lo tary...
wo*s grul fur pitar
and Wurdistswho uafit to

restui that uondaful sound th?V
got itl tht studio."

Vusic Technology Magazine

lrlrH HuntinstonBeaclLcA
Sound ,nc- l71q 897.i7ttr"

ASK YOUR DEALER FOR A DEMO TODAY

that never made it on recods. But rcgarding
that bootleg, I don't know how that stuff
gets ourl .;usl last month I was driring in
Arizona and I heard something vaguely fa
miliar blasting from the stereo of the car
next to me. I suddenly realized that it was
us! It was some old song that never made it
on to any ofour{ecords. I stopped the guy,
and asked him for the tape. I wasn't mad or
anything, I was just curious. He was real
nice and gave it to me and said he'd Ju\t
bought it from some guy in the street. I try
to collect all that stuff. I've got some great
shows from the old Starwood in
Hollywood.
cw: Who are some ofyourbass influences?
A THo Y: John Paul Jones is my primary
influence. He's a perfect example of some,
one who plays with taste. I also like Jack
Bruce's work with Crcam, Tim Bogert's
playing on the Bec,lr, Bogert antl Appice al
bum. and the late Felix Pappalardi-
Mountain's Nanlrc,tet Sleighride is ooe af
my all-time favorite records. I listen to
some jazz, but when I play, I'm a ,"oct ard
roller.

The first bass player I got excited about
was Dick Peterson of Blue Cheer. He used
to wear his bass down around his knees and
play through huge stacks of Marshalls-he
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MICHAEL ANTHONY looked incredible. When I saw him I said.
"That is what 1 want to do sling my bass
low.and crank that shit upl" I wear my bass
a lot highcr these days. Maybe I should
rethink that.
cw: I saw Duff Mcl(agan with Guns N'
Roses the other day, and. . . .

ANTHo YT Yeafi, Duff basically wears his
bass on the floor [laagis]!
Gw: Of your contemporaries. who do you
find impressive?
Ai{THO Y: I like Metallica. Thcy are real
honest. Their music is what they are. I've
partied with them several times, and be-
sides beingable to drink more beer than any
other band I've ever seen in my life, they are
fbr real. Their music is admirable because it
is extremely difficult, and they have incred-
ible endurance. I don't like everything that
they do, but they tota)ly win you over with
their conviction. Personally, I think most of
what I see on MTV is complete shit tax
write-offs for rccord companies. It seems
like 1ou can remove lhe head olan) given
hard rock b-ind, paste it on another band's
shoulders and it wouldn't make any diffcr
ence. They all look the same and sound the
same.
GW: When Van Halen debuted, you guys
went against the grain of the traditional
"leather and chains" look associated with
hard rock.
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